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Great Swamp listed
among most polluted

By ROBERT COHEN
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WASHINGTON-The latehor De-
partment said yesterday that the Great
swamp in New Jersey is one of 10 na-

' Uonal wildlife refuges that have cbemi-
• cal contamination serious eooughJo re-
quire immediate attention.

The department, in a survey of the
. nation's 4J1 wildlife refuges, said an
additional 74 refuges have potential en-
vironmental problems that require
more monitoring and study before any
determination can be reacted.

The 10 serious cases, including the
ezisteooe of a five-acre asbestos dump
and two landfills located within the
boundaries of the f ,793-acre Great
Swamp National Wildlife Refuge in
Morris County, have been previously
publkiaed.

However ,-tae department said its
report muted the first systematic na-
tional listing* of the contamination prob-
lems at the wildlife refuges.

The report said the

lington plant in W7S, had permission to
use the site when It was privately -
owned, but stopped dumping the asbes-
tos when the property was added to the
refQfe,tbertport»ud.

The department's report said a .
thin layer of topsail was placed over .
the dump site by the Fish and Wildlife
Service, tat added that In places as- .
bestos breaks through the soil" The de-
partment said the fin-acre asbestos .
dump is located ia the Great Swamp's

discovered at some of the nation's
wildlife refuges could have "a persis-
tent, adverse impact" on refuge habi-
tats, animal populations and human
health and safety.

The report also said that contami-
nants identified at the affected refuges
came from agricultural, industrial aid
municipal activities, and included pesti-
cides, PCBs, asbestos, selenium from
irrigation drainage aad heavy metals
such as mercury.

Authorities some years ago food
an asbestos dump at the Greaf Swamp
that bad been used by the Nation*!
Gypsum Co., a company that manufac-

**Mpglft **tured anfrfitflt **Mpgl
The campau?,vwhich shot its Mil-

• Centliroed trim Pipe One
wilderness area, which encompass
WOO acres of the refuge.

The federal government recently
proposed completely banning asbestos,
a widely used substance that officials
say causes up to 12,000 cancer cases a
year in the United States.

According to the report, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) is
currently monitoring the asbestos site,
and has completed a remedial investi-
gation and study. The report said that
efforts to deal with the environmental
problem will soon be made public.

The report also said an environ-
mental study was initiated in 1984 at
the Rolling boll landfill, a dump site
within the boundaries of the Great
Swamp.

' The report said the landfill, used
from the IMta until 1964. is located in
a wetland that drains through the Great
Swamp and eventually into the Passaic
River that provides drinking water to
communities downstream.

The report said the site has caused
"surface water contamination." It also
said exact kinds of materials dumped
are unknown, but added that the results
of the study and continued monitoring
will "provide better insight into the na-
ture and extent of the problems."

The department abo said tt is in
the process of developing a monitoring
plan for the Harding landfill, another
dump now part of the refuge. While it is
believed that only household refuse was
buried there, tie report said, the site
borders on a large natural wetland that
drains into the Passaic River.
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Besides the Great Swamp, the de-
partment said serious contamination
exists at the Kesterson Wildlife Refuge
in California where selenium-laden irri-
tation runoff water has kjlled or de-
formed many ducks.

The other wildlife refuges requir-
ing immediate attention were Wheeler
in Alabama, Kenai in Alaska, Seal
Beach in California, Jobnston Atoll in
the Pacific Ocean. Crab Orchard in Illi-
nois, Nenigret in Rhode Island and the
Eastern Snore and Fisherman Island
refuges in Virginia.

The report said the Interior De-
partment is committed to assuring the
environmental integrity of the ref-
uges."

It said coordinated action with
local, state and other federal agencies
will be undertaken to remedy the prob-
lems at the 10 serious sites, and to un-
cover potential problems at the other
74 sites that may be in jeopardy.

William Horn, an assistant secre-
tary for fish and wildlife and parks,
said the report "tried to err on the side
of caution by listing any refuge when
there is any sign of contamination.

In addition to the 10 sites, the re-
port said there were M refuges where
Nn-site evidence indicates reason for
concern," but requires more study.

At the remainder of the refuges
listed, the report said, there was no di-
rect scientific evidence of contamina-
tion. However, the report said refuge
managers at those sites suspected prob-
lems because of adjacent land use prac-
tices.

These practices included heavy
pesticide use, waste dumping
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